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DETAILED ACTION 

This is the initial office action based on the application filed on August 1 , 2006. Claims 
1-24 are currently pending and have been considered below. 

Examiner's Note 

1 . The following non-conventional technical terminologies used in the claim 
language limit the scope of the claim, which directly or indirectly (by means of a parent 
claim) refer to the terminologies, to their explicit definitions as disclosed in the 
application. 

- A singleton object : is an object that exists in memory such that only one type of object 
exists at any time in memory. Once created, a singleton object is not destroyed after 
use, like most objects, but is kept in memory until accessed again. 

2. The Examiner notes that it appears that the Applicant is attempting to invoke 35 
U.S.C. 1 12, 6"^ paragraph in Claim 15, with the use of means-plus-function language in 
the claim. As disclosed in the specification of the application, each of the means for 
performing the steps of the system recited in the claim is constructed by a series of 
algorithmic steps implemented in software program instructions. Thus, the specification 
does not provide any specific physical structure for the features that could be read into 
the claim to limit the scope of the means for the components or steps constituting the 
claimed system. Therefore, The Examiner does not consider the specification to be 
adequate to invoke a 35 U.S.C. 1 12, 6^ paragraph interpretation and furthermore, for 
the purpose of further claim analysis under 35 U.S.C. 102 and 103, The Examiner treats 
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Claim 15 as a computer program containing machine-readable instructions stored on a 
physical medium for performing the steps recited in the claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

3. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of matter, or 
any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the conditions and 
requirements of this title. 

4. Claims 1 and 15 (see Examiner's Note above) are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 
because the claimed invention is directed to non-statutory subject matter. 

As disclosed in the specification of the application, all components recited in the claim 
that constitute the claimed system are constructed of software program objects and/or 
instructions. Thus, the claimed system is considered a software program containing 
machine-executable instructions, per se (and not associated with any physical 
structure); therefore, it is non-statutory according to 35 U.S.C 101 . For the purpose of 
further claim analysis under 35 U.S.C. 102 and 103, The Examiner treats both Claims 1 
and 15 as a computer program containing machine-readable instructions stored on a 
physical medium for performing the method or steps recited in the claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 
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6. Claims 1 - 24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being anticipated by 
Kwong et al. (Building a Portlet within the ModeI'View-Controller Paradigm Using 
WebSphere® Portal) . 

- Claims 1. 8. 15. and 22 : Kwong et al. disclose a software program tangibly stored on 
a machine readable medium containing computer readable instructions for perfomiing 
the method of creating web applications, the method comprising: 

• creating a controller that receives a request for data from a user and responds 
to the request by sending information to the user (i.e., a portal and its inherent 
properties; Page 1 ); and 

• providing a configurator that loads configuration Information for use by the 
controller from a configuration file and stores the configuration information for 
subsequent access (i.e., a portlet and its specified deployment descriptors and user 
attributes; Page 2). 

- Claims 2. 9, and 16 : Kwong et al. disclose the method of claim 1 (and 8, 1 5) and 
further defining the configuration file to be a text properties configuration file (i.e.. the 
deployment descriptors, portlet.xml and web.xml, of a portlet). 

Claims 3. 10. 17. and 23 : Kwong et al. disclose the method of claim 1 (and 8, 15, 22) 
and further adapting the configurator to store the configuration information as a 
singleton object (i.e., a specific portlet in a portal; Page 2). 
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- Claims 4, 11. and 18 : Kwong et al. disclose the method of claim 1 (and 8, 15) and 
further defining the configuration information to comprise error handling information (i.e., 
defect list and error view; Fig. 3, page 4). 

- Claims 5. 12. and 19 : Kwong et al. disclose the method of claim 1 (and 8, 15) and 
further defining the configuration information to comprise log processing information 
(i.e., graphical display of events; Fig. 6, pages 5 - 8). 

- Claims 6. 13. and 20 : Kwong et al. disclose the method of claim (and 8.15) and 
further defining the configuration information to comprise data that is specific to each of 
a plurality of portals (i.e., a portlet and its associated sub-objects in a specific portal; Fig. 
3, page 4). 

- Claims 7. 14. 21 and 24 : Kwong et al. disclose the method of claim 1 (and 8, 15, 22) 
and further adapting the configurator to read the configuration information upon 
initialization of the controller (i.e., portlet interface initialization, initQ] Fig. 3, page 4). 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

- Stefan Hopper and Stephan Hesmer: Introducing the Portlet Specification . August 
2003, JavaWorid. This specification defines the contract between portlet and portlet 
container, and a set of portlet APIs that address personalization, presentation, and 
security. The specification also defines how to package portlets in portlet applications. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thai Van Pham whose telephone number is (571) 270- 
1064. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Thursday, 9am - 5pm EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James Myhre can be reached on (571) 270-1065. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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